MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 12th May 2026
at 7.30 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre


PRESENT:         Councillors:  E Bickerstaffe (Chair), I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, A Short  
                           	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	        Angela Hunter (Acting Town Clerk)

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:    Councillors  P Desmond, K Moreton, T Rackham & Ruth Ross (Town Clerk) 

COUNCILLOR Sabbatical:   Cllr Kelly Ann Moreton has advised Wesham Town Councillors that she will be taking some time off from her councillor duties due to family reasons.
Medlar with Wesham Town Council have noted & accepted her request.  
They would like to thank Kelly Ann for her time and input to Council matters to date.

Action: Letters of thanks to Kelly Ann Moreton & Phil Enright – Town Clerk 

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest
Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Hunter – members of Kirkham & Wesham Joint Club Day Committee

26/58  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 21st April 2026  
Proposed:  Cllr L Nulty A Hunter.  Seconded by: Cllr I Nichols Hogg   

26/59  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 

26/60  POLICING ISSUES
Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website - reports on targeting people in car theft, stop and search etc.  
Report from Stay in the Know regarding smashed car windows on Fleetwood Road.

Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Nulty both continued to express frustration that the parking issues close to Wesham Chippy on Garstang Rd Nth continue with no progress from either the Police or Lancashire Highways.
There are access issues for Mobility Scooters, Prams, Wheelchairs etc. 

Wesham Council noted & commended the recent raid on a Local Shop in Kirkham undertaken by Fylde Police.

26/61  PLANNING 

25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.   Consultation end 14/04/2026.  New documents added to portal since the April meeting.   Lancashire Highwasy are still recommending hold on this application pending further info on traffic issues.
No decision on Planning date yet 12/05/2026
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - awaiting response - no further update   No Update 12/05/2026
26/0174 - Old Fire Station - FBC Committee Meeting 24/06/2026 - pending decision.
Cllr Nulty advised that she had written to FBC Planning re Section 215 regarding the old Fire Station.  
Planning officer (AS) had advised her that as there is a pending planning application & due to shortage of officers he would not be sending an officer, enforcement notice etc regarding the Old Fire Station in the foreseeable future.
PLANNING FORUM -  The next meeting is on Monday, 15th June at the Town Hall, St.Annes at 6.30 pm- Katherine McDonnell@fylde is the contact.  Confirm attendance from WTC.
Action:  Cllr Tim Rackham has agreed to attend this meeting on behalf of WTC

26/62  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  

b)Fleetwood Playing Fields   
  
c)Doorstep Green, Derby.  

There was no particular issues to discuss regarding the Grounds maintenance at this meeting.
Councillors noted & complimented the efforts of R&J Pickervance on the significant improvement between Weeton Road & Mill Farm Roundabouts now that they are maintaining both sides of the verges. 

26/63  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS

Wesham Council noted with thanks that Cllr J Roberts had pursued the repairs to the pot holes & damaged roads in Wesham & Kirkham. He had advised residents when LCC were undertaking work & when for Road disruptions.

Cllr Nulty also advised that Mowbreck Lane gullies have been cleaned by LCC.  Cllr J Roberts is going to find out about the possibility of resurfacing the road.

Action: E-mail of thanks to Cllr J Roberts for pursuing & ensuring completion of these remedial road issues by LCC. – Ruth R
 
Cllr Bickerstaffe advised that one member of the Public had contacted her regarding a small hole appearing in the newly laid tarmac in Wesham.  

Although Cllr Joshua Roberts advised LCC are going to put solar lights on the bridge at the end of Knightsbridge Close - the bulbs to be replaced in approximately 4 weeks,  Cllr Linda Nulty advised that a recent conversation with a retired councillor has uncovered that this lighting system was provided by Kirkham & Wesham Community Trust.
Cllr Nulty agreed to enquire if there are any funds left in the Trust which may perhaps be used to replace this light system if LCC don’t repair it.

26/64  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE

Income and Expenditure accounts were reviewed.  
Cllrs noted that a number of entries in the Wesham Town Council statement should be in the Wesham Community Centre statement as they are WCC income from hire & bar.

The accounts have been completed for year end.  
Town Clerk to arrange for the Accountant to review the accounts prior to completion of AGAR report and sending to the external auditors.
Due to Ruth being unavailable for this meeting – the annual accounts will be deferred until June 2026 meeting.

No Accidents or Incidents reported.

26/65  HUMAN RESOURCES - nothing to report

26/66  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
Quote for replanting at the front of the Community Centre and the car park areas.  
Town Clerk is still awaiting a revised quote for submission to the Council for consideration.
Bar bookings - 1 events with bar booked during May.  Staff to be organised for the 29th and 30th May.
Action:  Bar Staff – Liz B & Ruth R
Bar Stock take was completed as part of the annual accounts review.
Look at getting blinds for the inner doors to the hall at the Community Centre – ongoing.

There have recently been some complaints regarding the overgrowth of trees at the school end of the car park.
Action: Ruth to obtain quotes from R&J Pickervance & DanArb trees regarding trimming these trees for Council consideration.

26/67  FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL  ASSET REGISTER – no update for this meeting.

26/68  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to contact Easywebsites to get logging in information – ongoing
Cllr Nichols-Hogg advised that he had mananaged to do this by liaising directly with James.
Action:  Easywebsites info – Ruth R & Ian Nichols-Hogg

26/69  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
Badges to be ordered.  Contact Fattorinis - Cllr L Bickerstaffe to send photos of chain 

26/70  DONATION THIS YEAR - Look at local charities.  Discuss at the next meeting.

It was discussed & agreed at a previous meeting that a £500 donation is to be sent to the Trussel Trust Foodbank for use to assist families from Wesham.
Following a recent request, it was discussed & agreed by Wesham Councillors at this meeting to give a donation of £500 to Kirkham & Wesham Kirkham Club Day Joint Churches Committee towards the cost of Road Safety, Pl, & Marshall etc 
Proposed: Cllr Nichols-Hogg Seconded Cllr L Nulty  Agreed Cllr short 
No vote: Cllrs Bickerstaffe & hunter (Declarations of Interest)
Action:  WTC Donations to the Food Bank & K&W Club Day to be paid – Ruth R

26/71 ALLOTMENTS MORLAND AVE WASTELAND ISSUE BORDERING DOUGLAS AVENUE
Councillors reviewed the quotes obtained by Ruth, Town Clerk from tree surgeons to cut back some trees on Moreland Ave Allotments that are encroaching on the properties on Douglas Ave.
Councillors agreed to go with the DanArb quote on provisio that Woodland Trust recommendations regarding Nesting Birds & Wildlife are adhered to.
Action: DanArb to be advised to commence this work & the proviso – Ruth R

26/72 - PLAQUES FOR NEW BENCHES
Ongoing.  Cllr Nulty advised that there is a plaque for Marion Clayton – last known location was with Geoff Dixon.  Marion’s Plaque has previously been agreed to be on a Fleetwood Road bench. Previous meetings have agreed that a plaque for Joan Dixon will be allocated to the bench outside the Community Centre.
Wesham Council have to decide if/who plaques for the other benches.

26/73 - REPLACEMENT FLAG FOR RBL FLAG
Cllr Nichols-Hogg enquired about an alternative flag to use at the Remembrance Parade as the RBL Flag has had to be retired.  Newton Flags is the company that provides ceremonial flags such as the RBL one.
Councillors agreed that it would be nice to have a flag for the Remembrance Parade.
Action: Cllr Ian N-H to look at alternatives for the council to consider.

It was agreed to remove the wreaths from the Cenotaph.
Previous discussions proposed a framework for the wreaths to be attached to in order to prevent them being blown around in bad weather/windy days.  Cllr Bickerstaffe proposed to ask “Carni” for a quote & also to ask him for costs to repair the damaged barrier at Fleetwood Road Playing Fields entrance.
Action: Cllr Liz B to obtain quotes from Carni for council to consider

26/74 - FYLDE LALC AND PACT MEETING UPDATE - Cllr I Nicols Hogg 
Cllr Nichols-Hogg gave the attending councillors updates on the Fylde Rural Task Force Councillor meeting & the PACT meeting that he recently attended. 
He advised that the Police will be revising & increasing meeting info via media outlets/platforms.
Fylde Police are doing random speed checks throughout the Fylde.
Ian also advised that the LALC Enquiry system is to be revised/updated.


26/75- MAYOR MAKING - 2026-27 - to be held on 19th May - discuss arrangements
Councillors were reminded of the Mayor Making on 19th May 2026.  As Ruth unavailable for this meeting Cllrs Nulty & Bickerstaffe will liaise with Ruth R re arrangements for Tuesday evening.
Action: Mayor Making details – Cllr Bickerstaffe & Nulty + Ruth R


26/76  NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - Tuesday, 16th June at 7.30 pm



Angela Hunter       Date:  18/05/2026
Ruth Ross	    




